
Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation 
 (Strengths of the Constitution)  
 

   
Weaknesses How they were corrected Where in the Constitution 

One vote for each 
state, regardless of 

size** 
    

No congressional 
power to tax** 

    

No congressional 
power to regulate 

commerce 
    

No national 
executive** 

    

No national 
court system 

    

Required 
unanimous 

agreement of all 
states for 

amendment**     

Required 9\13 
majority of states 

for laws to pass 
    

Establish no 
national 

government -
only league of 

friendship**     
** For each of the starred items, explain why it was a weakness  
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