
More about the State 
Directions: Answer the questions on a separate piece of paper in complete sentences either writing the question and answer or restating the question in 

your answer.  Number your answers as numbered on this page.  Use the referenced chapters of your book and/or the internet to thoroughly answer the 

questions.   

State Constitutions (Ch. 22) 

1. What are the history, contents, and importance of the first State constitutions? 
2. What are the basic principles and the kinds of provisions found in every State constitution? 
3. What is the process for constitutional change? 
4. Is there a need for reform of State constitutions?  Explain. 
 
State Legislatures (Ch. 24) 
5. How are State legislatures defined, structured, and what size are they? 
6. What are the election process, terms, and compensation of State legislatures? 
7. What are the powers of State legislatures and how are they organized? (ex. Presiding officers, committee system) 
8. What is the legislative process at the State level? 

 
The Governor and State Administrations (Ch. 25) 
9. What is the office of governor? (how chosen, pay, time served, who succeeds if governor leaves?) 
10. What are the requirements to be Governor? 
11. What roles does the governor have? 
12. What are other State executive offices? 
 
In the Courtroom (Ch. 26) 
13. What kinds of law are applied in State courts? 
14. What are the differences between civil law and criminal law? Constitutional? Statutory? Administrative? Common? Equity? 
15. How can we describe the jury system? 
 
The Courts and Their Judges (Ch. 26) 
16. How are State courts organized? 
17. What kind of work does each type of State court do? 
18. What are the different ways that State judges are selected? 
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